

















The third phase of the audit is evaluation. FSIS conducted evaluation activities throughout the
entire audit process. Before and during the on-site verification and upon return to the United
States, the FSIS auditor determined that the CCA’s performance was consistent with the
information provided to FSIS and supported the conclusion that the performance of the CCA was
equivalent to the United States’ meat inspection system. The results of the evaluation are
discussed in the corresponding sections of this report for each of the system’s components.

The final phase of the audit process is feedback, which begins with FSIS providing a draft audit
report to the CCA and giving them an opportunity for comment. After reviewing the CCA’s
comments and responses to all observations, FSIS finalizes the report. The CCA develops an
action plan to address any issues raised by the audit, and FSIS will monitor resolution of all
issues.

IV.  COMPONENT ONE: GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT

The first of the six equivalence components that the FSIS auditor reviewed was Government
Oversight. FSIS’ import eligibility requirements state that a foreign inspection system must be
designed and administered by the national government of the foreign country with standards
equivalent to those of the United States’ system of meat inspection. The FSIS auditor evaluated
this component by conducting a review and analysis of documentation submitted by the CCA as
support for the responses provided in the SRT, as well as on-site record reviews, interviews, and
observations made by the FSIS auditor at government offices, establishments, and laboratories of
the inspection system.

FSIS assessed the organization and administration of the MISA and confirmed that the Food
Division of Australia’s Department of Agriculture (DA) continues to serve as the CCA
responsible for the full spectrum of production of safe food for domestic consumption and for
export. Additionally, the Exports Division (ED) is headed by a First Assistant Secretary who
oversees the functions of three Assistant Secretaries in charge of developing and maintaining
export standards and ensuring food safety. The Assistant Secretary for Food Exports manages
delivery of regulatory oversight of the MISA with the assistance of three Field Operations
Managers (FOMs), who supervise the Area Technical Managers (ATMs), and the government
On-Plant Veterinarians (OPVs) stationed at the establishments. At the in-plant level, the OPVs
in turn, supervise:

e The in-plant government inspectors that are classified as Food Safety Meat Assessors
(FSMAs) who perform post-mortem meat inspection at export registered meat
establishments. According to the Australian government, meat inspection for the United
States can only be undertaken by government employed FSMAs (see Appendix B, letter from
Greg Read to Dr. Shaukat H. Syed, 23 December 2015; letter from Greg Read to Dr. Shaukat
H. Syed, February 2016).

e The Australian Government Authorized Officers (AAOs) are non-government officials, who
are authorized by the Australian government to conduct post-mortem examination duties at
certified establishments.











































































































http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/conlrolled-goods/meat/elmer-3/notices/2015/nmlS-OS




























