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These FAQs are for the purpose of communicating with employee’s information the USDA has to
date with respect to the first phase of COVID-19 vaccines becoming available and will be updated
as new information is received.
Version history (going forward, questions that are added and updated will be reflected below;
major updates to existing questions will be highlighted in yellow).
• 1/8/21- initial document released.
1. How is the first round of COVID-19 vaccines being dispensed?

Because the supply of COVID-19 vaccine in the United States is limited at first, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is providing recommendations to federal, state, and
local governments about who should be vaccinated first. CDC’s recommendations are based
on recommendations from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), an
independent panel of medical and public health experts. The CDC’s most current
recommendations can be found on their website at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/vaccines/recommendations.html.
The recommendations were made with these goals in mind:
• Decrease death and serious disease as much as possible.
• Preserve functioning of society.
• Reduce the extra burden COVID-19 is having on people already facing disparities.
2. How do Federal Employees fit into this first round?

Outside of a few agencies, such as the Department of Defense, Veterans Affairs and
Department of Homeland Security, which will receive vaccines directly for their
internal use, the State Health Departments will determine the prioritization of
vaccine administration within their respective states, to include consideration of
essential federal workers.
3. Are USDA Employees identified to receive priority consideration for the COVID-

19 vaccine?
USDA is encouraging the State Health Departments to include USDA essential
employees whose mission critical activities cannot be done remotely in their Phase 1b
vaccination plans. These include essential employees at:
• Forest Service
• Food Safety and Inspection Service
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USDA has provided the number of essential employees in these Agencies, by state and
county, to states for States to consider in their vaccine allocation at the state level.
4. Which positions were identified by USDA as essential workers and how will they

be prioritized?
No USDA Mission Area or Agency has been given a direct vaccine allotment. States
are responsible for determining its vaccine prioritization. The ACIP continues to
provide recommendations to States. While USDA has thousands of essential
employees in its workforce, which are defined as employees whose mission critical
activities cannot be done remotely, States will make the final determination of how
vaccine distribution is prioritized.
5. Are the COVID-19 vaccines mandatory?

USDA continues to monitor guidance from other applicable Federal agencies, such as the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC), the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), and the Office of Personnel Management (OPM), on this question. At this
time, there is no USDA requirement that the COVID-19 vaccine is mandatory.
6. Will USDA facilities be used to support the distribution of the vaccine in rural

areas?
It is possible that counties or states may reach out to request the use of USDA facilities.
Please send the requests to your Pandemic Coordinator so that USDA can determine
whether it can comply with the state and CDC requirements before entering into an
agreement to distribute the vaccine.
7. If I am an FSIS employee who works at a federally inspected establishment how
will I get vaccinated?
States are administering the vaccinations and may be handling the process differently.
Some states may focus on distributing the vaccine based on where you live, others may
focus on distributing the vaccine at places of employment.
It is likely that the state/local public health agencies or establishments (on the behalf of
state/local public health agencies) may contact you or someone in your supervisory
chain with questions about the number and location of frontline personnel in need of
vaccination. Be aware that the types of questions being asked may differ depending on
the jurisdiction.
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