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Dear USDA Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, 

It's been 18 months since Farm Sanctuary filed a petition calling on USDA'.s Food Safety Inspection Service to improve humane 

treatment of poultry at slaughterhouses immediately (petition 13-08). I am writing in support of this petition. With birds 

representing 8.8 billion of the 9 billion animals slaughtered annually in the United States, it's outrageous that USDA exempts 

poultry from protections provided under the Humane Slaughter Act and refuses to grant them any relief under the Poultry Products 

Inspection Act. Without USDA protecting them, countless birds are subjected to abuses that would warrant cruelty convictions 

under federal law if cows or pigs were the victims. USDA records indicate that almost a million chickens are boiled alive every year at 

slaughterhouses when they miss the neck-slicer and are dropped, still conscious, into the scalding water bath used for feather 

removal. It's time USDA creates long-ovpdue humane regulations for poultry slaughter. I urge you to act immediately. 

Sincerely, ---~;?-----rL-____ ..:...._--==r--------------------------



    
     

   

  
   

 
 
 

 
   
            

           

     

            

            

         

         

          

           

          
 

  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
         

                  

• Secretary Tom Vlsack June 22,2015
14th & Independence Ave. SW RE: Petition 13-08 
Washington, DC 20250 

Dear Secretary,
We fail to understand why poultry are exempt from the much needed 

protection under the Humane Slaughter Act. That is an apparent loop

hole that should be closed. 

As you know, in the past, there have been horrific atrocities 

such as the throwing of live baby chicks into chopping machines by 

employees. There are also inhumane practices, housing and sanitation 

in many factory farms which require strtngept leglislat on. 

Please support Petition 13-08 to grant fowl the same deserved 

protections that benefit other farm animals. A reply from you or 

your staff regarding this important issue would be much appreciated. 

Respectfully yours, 

Weintraub & family. 
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