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I ask you to please use your authority to protect downed cows as the downed cattle rule intends — with no
loophole, and to extend these same crucial protections to suffering pigs by granting Farm Sanctuary's
Rulemaking Petition, number 14-02.

Thank you for your help. Dr. Albert Schweitzer said, “We must fight against the spirit of unconscious
cruelty with which we treat the animals. Animals suffer as much as we do. True humanity does not allow
us to impose such sufferings on them...Until we extend our circle of compassion to all living things,
humanity will not find peace. It is man's sympathy with all creatures that first makes him truly a man.”

Yours truly,

J. éapozzelli
I

I

I would like to add that even though more than 95 percent of the animals killed for food in this country
are chickens, these sensitive and intelligent animals are excluded from the HMSA. This means chicken
suppliers get away with torturing to death millions of animals a year in ways that would be illegal if the

victims were cows or pigs (who, tragically, also suffer from much abuse because enforcement is not as
strict as it should be).

There must be some ruling the USDA can make. Videos at chicken suppliers show workers violently
slamming birds upside down into metal shackles, chickens cut open while still conscious and breathing,
and birds scalded alive in hot water tanks (the USDA estimates as many as one million birds are scalded
alive at slaughterhouses every year in the United States).

Video footage reveals:
Birds recklessly and violently shackled upside down, their fragile wings and legs breaking in the process

Severely sick, injured, and dying chickens sent through the slaughter line along with other birds intended
for human consumption

Frightened birds dragged through an electrified vat of water, painfully shocked but left fully conscious
Birds having their throats sliced open while still conscious and able to feel pain

Live conscious birds scalded to death in feather-removal tanks

Birds comprise up to 98 percent of all land animals killed for food in the United States; approximately
280 chickens and 8 turkeys are slaughtered every second—a total of nine billion birds each vear. (In the
U.S. alone, more than seven billion chickens and 452 million egg laying hens are raised and slaughtered
each year.) These numbers are so enormous as to be almost incomprehensible, leading to a detachment
between the figures and our reaction to the situation. It is important to remember that these statistics are
made up of individual lives, and that those lives do matter.

As a civilized country, we cannot tolerate such cruelty.
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August 15, 2015

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, USDA
1400 Independence Ave., S.\W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack,

When it comes to ending suffering and protecting human
health, there must be no half measures. While we were
pleased when President Obama announced that the USDA
would stop the slaughter of downed adult cattle, we are
frustrated and disappointed that the action did not include
other animals. There are between 500,000 and 1.1 million
downed pigs to be slaughtered and sent into the human

~ food supply each year. Another frustration we have is the
loophole in the downed cattle rule that allows sick and
injured cattle who arrive at the slaughterhouse to be turned
away at the door. While these animals should be humanely
euthanized, their fate is currently unknown!

We implore you to use your authority to protect downed
cows as the downed cattle rule intends and extend these
same crucial protections to suffering pigs by granting Farm
Sanctuary's Rulemaking Petition #14-02. We should spread
the protection to any suffering animal on its way to the
slaughterhouse. ‘

Wg thank you king!x,
Gave ar

ve and Rita Cross
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