
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

From: annie griffin 
To: Porretta, Mary - FSIS 
Subject: Dr Dodman comment on inert gases petition 
Date: Friday, April 08, 2016 4:39:15 PM 

On Wed, Feb 24, 2016 at 9:05 AM, Dodman, Nicholas H. < > wrote: 

Annie, I am sending this out tomorrow. Nick Dodman 

To:  Docket Clerk, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food Safety and Inspection Service,
 

Patriots Plaza 3, 1400 Independence Avenue SW., Mailstop 3782, Room 8-163A,
 

Washington, DC 20250-3700.
 

From: Dr. Nicholas H Dodman, Professor at Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University, North

 Grafton, MA. Email i Phone 

Regarding: CO2 killing of animals 

Date: February 24th, 2016 

I have been asked to write to you to advise on the use of CO2 (carbon dioxide) as a “stunning” or “euthanasia” agent for
 laboratory animals or food animals. I have conducted research in this area and have found CO2 to be inhumane for this
 purpose. Far from being “an anesthetic” producing immobility, unconsciousness and death in a humane manner, CO2
 causes gasping and feelings of asphyxiation before unconsciousness finally prevails. I am not against inert gas stunning as
 this induces gradual loss of consciousness by hypoxia without hypercapnia and is an approved and well-tolerated method
 of euthanasia for people in the Netherlands. CO2, however, is not an inert gas and the hypercapnia it produces induces a
 state of panic and insufferable suffocation. I strongly feel that CO2 stunning/ euthanasia should be banned for humane
 reasons. 
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