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Flow Chart Specific for FSIS Laboratory Quantitation of Salt 

Business 

Days 1 2 

Sample Arrives 

at laborato ry 

for salt 

analy sis 

Business Day 3 

Process Data 

and Repo rt 

Results 

or equal to 

the MLA and 

if the result 

fails to meet 

the regulatory 

threshold 

or equal to 

the MLA and 

if the result 

meets the 

regulatory 

threshold 

Extract an d analyze for salt (up to 6 h ou r s) 

Receive pro cessed food pro d ucts f r o m establishmen ts 

Prepar e homo g en ized sample for processed prod u cts 

Weigh homogen ized sample for salt an alysis 

I f salt level is less than the 

MLA 

If salt lev el is 

greater than 

Results of regulated p ro d u ct are 

compared to FSI S r eg ulations 

an d MLA 

Acr o ny m Table 

1. FSI S – Fo o d Safety and 

I n sp ec tion Ser v ice 

2. ML A – Min im u m Level of 

Ap p licab ility 

No t Rep o r tab le
Report Resu lts 

Non-regulato ry 

sample g rea ter than or 

equal to th e ML A 

If salt level is 

greater than 

Non -

Acceptable 
Acceptable 

Definition Table 

1) MLA - The minimum level at which a method has been successfully validated for a residue in each matrix. 

2) Regulatory sample – A product sample analyzed to check compliance with legal requirements. 

3) Non-regulatory sample - an example is a proficiency testing sample. 
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