ﬂ United Egg Association

Further Processors Division
v

May 23, 2023

Honorable Paul Kiecker, Administrator
Food Safety and Inspection Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Washington, D.C. 20250

Re: Petition 23-03
Dear Mr. Administrator:

The Further Processors Division of United Egg Association (UEA) appreciates the opportunity to
comment on a petition from Perdue Foods LLC that seeks to “remove ‘pasture-raised’ from claims
considered synonymous with ‘free range’ and further amend its current Compliance Guideline such that
‘pasture-raised’ is separately and specifically defined.”

UEA’s members are processors of egg products regulated by the Food Safety and Inspection Service
(FSIS) and therefore have an interest in the agency’s regulations and guidance documents affecting
claims about production methods. UEA members account for the large majority of egg products
processed under federal inspection.

Many UEA members are also producers of shell eggs, and while the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
holds jurisdiction over shell eggs, actions by FSIS may create precedents that eventually would have an
impact on eggs sold at retail.

We encourage FSIS to proceed with caution on Perdue’s petition. While we realize that the company’s
operations involve the broiler sector and not egg layers, the regulations and guidance definitions are
discussed in the petition in terms of “chickens,” without explicitly excluding layers, and so any changes
made by FSIS could affect claims made, now or in the future, as to processed egg products.

The definitions which the petition seeks to change are presently part of guidance rather than regulation.
Should FSIS decide to consider changes, and should the agency also determine that such definitions are
best left in guidance rather than going through rulemaking, we strongly encourage FSIS to issue any
revisions to guidance documents in draft form, so that the public has a chance to comment. While it is
true that the public is able to comment on Perdue’s petition now, that petition does not and could not
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