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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to endorse Dr. Reisman's petition to rescind the prohibition on sale of animal lungs for human
consumption.  As a physician dedicated to evidence-based practice, I find his arguments quite compelling, and fail to
grasp the logic of the original prohibition.

Sincerely,

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lawrence S. Weisberg, MD, MACP, FASN
Professor of Medicine
Associate Director, Center for Humanism
Associate Dean for Professional Development
Cooper Medical School of Rowan University
Attending Nephrologist
Cooper University Health Care
Camden, New Jersey
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distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify
me immediately by replying to this message and deleting it from your computer. Thank you.
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From: Chicoine, Renee - FSIS
To: FSIS Petitions - FSIS
Subject: Response to Petition by Jonathan Reisman MD
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 8:36:08 AM

 
I have very serious concerns about this petition requesting that 9CFR 310.16(a),  be amended to
allow livestock lungs to be saved and sold as human food.  Dr. Reisman doesn’t seem to understand
that biological hazards (pathogens) aren’t the only type of hazards that are of importance when it
comes to food safety and disease prevention.  There are also physical and chemical hazards that can
negatively impact health.  In his petition, Dr. Reisman states: “… this rule is not based on concern
over actual lung pathology in animals.  Instead, the rule is based on studies done by the USDA
around the year 1969 in which scientists examined animal lungs and found contaminants in the
airways, specifically fungal spores, dust, pollen, and aspirated rumen contents.  The lungs were
generally pathology free, and it was solely because of these supposed contaminants that the rule
was amended to declare the lungs unfit for human consumption.”  It is unfortunate he doesn’t
understand that the health risks posed by certain contaminants cannot be eliminated by cooking. 
For example, dust, depending on what kind it is, can be extremely hazardous.  Crystalline silica and
asbestos fibers would be two examples of particulates that can cause disease in humans (and not
just in lungs -these particles can cause fibrosis and cancer anywhere because they are small enough
to migrate through tissue and stay lodged forever).  But there are other possibilities as well.  Lungs
are basically air filters.  Human beings should not be eating dirty air filters. The clearance
mechanisms that Dr. Reisman speaks of (muco-ciliary apparatus and goblet cells, which together
produce mucous and “wisk” particles back out), are only effective for larger particles.  The smaller
particles that do the most damage (< .3 microns) get right past these clearance mechanisms and get
stuck deep in the lungs.  While it is true that contaminants already exist in the environment, that is
certainly not justification for purposely ingesting more.  We already have an epidemic of cancer and
chronic diseases in this country.  People don’t need another method of being poisoned, so to speak. 
Also, he mentions aspirated rumen contents (ingesta), for which FSIS enforces a zero tolerance
standard.  If it is not allowed on carcasses and edible viscera, then it should not be allowed in lungs. 
The zero tolerance standard alone should be enough to shut this petition down.  Please do the right
thing and keep this regulation in place.
 
Renee Chicoine
Supervisory Public Health Veterinarian
Office of Field Operations
Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA
Seaboard Triumph Foods
Sioux City, Iowa 51111
Phone: (712) 226-7936
renee.chicoine@usda.gov
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As part of a family of dual UK and US citizens who have lived in both Scotland and the US, I have eaten a large
quantity of haggis. It is judged safe to eat in the UK and Europe which have arguably higher food safety standards
than the US (requiring vaccinated chicken that doesn’t require chlorination baths and unwashed eggs that don’t need
refrigeration due to no risk of salmonella).

The USDA should base safety on actual best practices used in civilized countries, not dreamed-up risks from 50
years ago. Please remove the prohibition on lungs in haggis and other ethnic foods and apply more effort to properly
inspecting and regulating those products with proven risks and recalls, such as chicken, ground beef, romaine
lettuce, ice cream, peanut butter and baby formula. This comment is for the public record.
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To the FSIS and USDA ,

I would be very interested in trying an authentic Scottish haggis
containing sheep's lungs, but I am not in a position to travel outside
the US just to sample a dish that is unfortunately illegal here.  I
would support the legalization of the use of animal lungs in human food
for a variety of reasons.  The use of animal lungs in human food has an
extensive track record of safety in many places around the world, and
those of us in the US should have the freedom to buy and eat whatever
food products we choose.  The US government should not be arbitrarily
banning any available foodstuffs.  Food is becoming an ever more
precious commodity, and the government should not be limiting how we use
the foodstuffs that we have available.

Richard Pinney
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