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place. In addition to our program Live Haul will be
hiring two general yard employees. These
employees will monitor the trailers and will help
ensure that cage doors remain closed. These
employees will also help keep cages in good
repair. Live haul has issued flashlights to yard
hands to help inspect cages in the holding shed.
Live haul has added additional trailer check for
the drivers.”. USDA is also concerned that the
program that the Live Haul has in place is not
being implemented as it is written. The records
documenting the inspection of the cages on the
trailers in live shed could not be provided to USDA
when they were requested either. This brings into
question whether the cages are being inspected
by the live haul employees. USDA strongly
recommends that the establishment respond to
this MOI and address this issue of concern.
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Commercial Practice MOl is subject to the
Freedom of Information Act and can be requested
by organizations such as Mercy for Animals. USDA
encourages the establishment to respond to this
MOI as well as develop a strong live animal
handling protocol in which their employees from
live side and the establishment can adhere to. A
similar GCP MOl was documented on 1-10-2020,
MOI -KCC481801140G , for damaged cages being
placed back into circulation and the potential for
injury to the chickens.
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381.65(h). The meeting was adjourned at
approximately 1200 hours.
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establishment employees handling live animals
are aware of the requirements to check all
animals, in the Live Hang and Picking Room areas,
for life before they are condemned as dead. The
establishment is also reminded it is important to
treat poultry in a way that minimizes accidental
injury to include proper sorting of live and dead
birds in the Live Hang/Receiving areas, proper
euthanasia and proper disposal of condemned
carcasses. In addition, employing humane
methods of handling consistent with Good
Commercial Practices can help produce an
unadulterated product. Copies of this
Memorandum of Interview (MOI) will be
distributed to the establishment, inspection file
and District Veterinary Medical Specialist per FSIS
Directive 6100.3.
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aware of company policies regarding live bird
handling. Employing humane methods of
handling consistent with Good Commercial
Practices can help produce an unadulterated
product. Copies of this Memorandum of
interview will be distributed to the establishment,
inspection file and the District Veterinary Medical
Specialist per FSIS Directive 6100.3. The issue
will also be discussed at the next weekly meeting.
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moving, removing the bird from the cage loaded
onto the trailer, nor picking up the live birds on
the floor of the hanging pen. Allowing birds to be
outside cages, left in cages loaded onto trailers,
and having live and DOA birds on the floor of the
hanging pen is inconsistent with the Agency’s
expectations of Good Commercial Practices. The
establishment is asked to ensure establishment
employees moving live animals are aware of
company policies regarding live bird handling.
Employing humane methods of handling
consistent with Good Commercial Practices can
help produce an unadulterated product. Copies
of this Memorandum of interview will be
distributed to the establishment, inspection file
and the District Veterinary Medical Specialist per
FSIS Directive 6100.3. The issue will also be
discussed at the next weekly meeting.
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P34668 Simply Essentials Poultry, LLC SFi381507 25JUL2019 | 04C05 | Poultry Good | Finalized | July 19,2019 DOAs and plant rejects. Poultry lot
5525G Commercial information: Lot 1- 3246 DOA and 1675 disposed
Practices carcasses. Lot 2- 2751 DOA and 2645 disposed

carcasses. The temperature was in the mid 90s
with high humidity. Viscera pacs at the leucosis
inspection station showed the lungs and viscera to
appear healthy. We experienced assorted
breakdowns lasting approximately 41/2 hours
causing birds to be held in the CAS CO2 slaughter
system and on the line. Some of the birds thrown
away at live hang appeared to be in a state of
advanced decomposition indicating that they
were not newly deceased. Examine the reasons
for the high DOAs that occurred on 7/19/19, and
develop a plan to prevent recurrance.
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previously documented on 5/06/2019
(YCG1013054606G), 6/21/2019
(YCG1914060121G), and 7/09/2019
(YCG5210075609N).
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at the weekly meeting with the establishment,
this MOI serves as separate documentation of the
event of the day. This MOI will be forwarded to
the District Office and the District Veterinary
Medical Specialist (DVMS) in case additional
follow up in necessary.
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inspection revealed no frank blood, nor any
obviously broken limbs. The plant was given
permission to run the birds once the cage was
sound enough to be put through the dumper. A
broken and bent support bar of the cage was then
affixed back into place, with care taken to prevent
any sparks from hitting the birds. The chickens
proceeded through the slaughter system as
normal with no increase in broken limbs or
bruises noted by inspection personnel. When
the forklift driver was interviewed about the
incident by plant supervision it was determined
that the issue occurred secondary to live haul
cage mishandling. When the prongs of the forklift
entered the bottom track of the cage the driver
found that he could not progress further. When
he tried to remove the prongs, they were found to
be stuck on detritus lodged inside the tracks
during the catching process. The driver attempted
to push forward to free his forklift, but
unintentionally pushed the cage off the trailer in
the process. Upon inspection of the cage it was
found that the track along the bottom of the cage
used for unloading birds were bent. It was also
noted that multiple cages on the same truck had
litter and debris filling the entirety of the forklift
tracks due to the catch crews pushing cages
through the litter in the houses. Plant
management observed the issue and stated they
would be discussing proper cage handling with
the live haul supervision. Please note it is not
within the standards of good commercial practice
to cause birds undue stress or injury during the
slaughter process. Repeated incidences, such as
this, can result in further action being taken by
FSIS personnel.













































