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Introduction

• U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) requires that 
meat and poultry products in interstate or foreign 
commerce are wholesome, not adulterated, and 
properly marked, labeled and packaged

• USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) is 
responsible for the development of labeling 
requirements applicable to meat and poultry products

• FSIS is charged with developing the labeling policy by 
which it is determined if a meat or poultry product is 
misbranded 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the many functions of the United States Department of Agriculture is to assure that meat and poultry products in interstate or foreign commerce are wholesome, not adulterated, and properly marked, labeled and packaged. 

Within the USDA there are 15 Agencies, one of which is the Food Safety and Inspection Service, referred to as FSIS. Among the many responsibilities of  FSIS is the development and application of labeling requirements applicable to meat and poultry products.




Introduction

Staff within the FSIS’s OPPD, LPDS Functions include:
• Administering the Agency’s prior label approval 

program
• Responding to inquiries (e.g., askFSIS and phone calls) 

on FSIS labeling regulations and policies 
• Developing compliance policy guidance for special 

statements and claims (e.g., animal production raising 
claims)

• Writing regulations, FSIS Directives, FSIS Notices, and 
other policy guidance documents for meat, poultry, 
and egg product labeling and standards issues

• Providing labeling-related training for stakeholders 
and FSIS personnel

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Labeling and Program Delivery Staff – referred to as LPDS – is the staff within the Office of Policy and Program Development in FSIS that deals with day-to-day as well as long-term/big picture policy issues related to labeling.  Day-to-day tasks that we perform are things like reviewing labels, answering phone calls and answering inquiries in askFSIS. We also write regulations, Directives, Notices, and work with FSIS inspection personnel on labeling issues. And as you can see on this slide, we perform other functions such as making amenability determinations and we provide training to our internal and external stakeholders.




Introduction

• Under the Federal Meat Inspection Act  and Poultry Product 
Inspection Act, FSIS must approve the labels of meat and poultry 
products before the products can enter commerce.

• The sale and distribution of “misbranded” product is prohibited 

• Generically approved labels do not need to be submitted to LPDS 
for approval before they enter commerce (9 CFR 412.2(a)(1)).

• However, a label with a special statement or claim, including 
animal-raising claims, must be submitted to LPDS for prior 
approval (9 CFR 412.1(c)(3) and (e)).



Animal Raising Claims

• FSIS has evaluated animal-raising claims on meat and 
poultry product labels for over 25 years

• Labels bearing these types claims refer to the way that 
the source animal for a meat or poultry product was 
raised, and need to be evaluated and approved.

• The Agency approves these claims if the animal raising 
information submitted with the label application 
supports the claim being made and the claim is 
truthful and not misleading.



Animal Raising Claims

• Over the last 15 plus years, there has been a significant 
rise in the number of establishments using these 
claims in marketing their products.

• In FY2019, LPDS received over 200 plus label 
applications with animal-raising claims/week.



Guideline on 
Documentation Needed 
to Substantiate Animal 

Raising Claims 



Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 

• On October 5, 2016, FSIS announced the availability of 
and requested comments on its Labeling Guideline on 
Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims for Label Submission

• FSIS published the guideline to assist establishments 
in preparing their label approval application and to 
facilitate LPDS’s review of these labels

• We received over 4,600 comments
• December 17, 2019 FSIS Provided a Federal Register 

Notice and Animal Raising Claims Guidelines in Final 
Form

• https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/compliance-
guidance/labeling/claims-guidance

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/compliance-guidance/labeling/claims-guidance


Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 

December 17, 2019 FSIS Provided a Federal Register 
Notice and Animal Raising Claims Guidelines in Final 
Form
• https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/compliance-

guidance/labeling/claims-guidance
Federal Register Notice FSIS 2016-0021
• Food Safety and Inspection Service Labeling Guideline on

Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal Raising
Claims for Label Submission (Dec 27, 2019)

• Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal Raising
Claims for Label Submission (Oct 05, 2016)

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/compliance-guidance/labeling/claims-guidance
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/policy/federal-register-rulemaking/federal-register-notices/food-safety-and-inspection-service
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/policy/federal-register-rulemaking/federal-register-notices/food-safety-and-inspection-service
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/policy/federal-register-rulemaking/federal-register-notices/documentation-needed-substantiate


Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 

• This guideline is intended to assist in the approval
process for labels bearing animal raising claims.

• This guideline is for establishments that are developing
or modifying meat poultry and egg product labels with
animal raising claims. Using the guideline,
establishments can determine what supporting
documentation is needed based on the types of animal
raising claims used on the product label.



Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 

CHANGES TO THE GUIDELINES FROM THE PREVIOUS VERSION: After reviewing the 
comments received, FSIS has revised the guideline by section as follows:

• Product Labeling: Use of Animal-Raising Claims on the Labels of Meat or Poultry
Products.

• Added information about labeling needed for products bearing claims certified by
third-party organization, including when products certified as “organic” need to
disclose the certifying entity’s website address on the product label.

• Added information about carrying claims forward on additional products. Removed
age claims section because establishments are not using these claims.



Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 

• Animal Welfare and Environmental Stewardship Claims:  Added the descriptive language or
information (terminology i.e., Sustainable, Regenerative, Humanely Raised) that should accompany
these claims to explain the meaning of the claim to consumers, including the type of information that
needs to appear on the label when the product is certified by a third-party organization.

• Breed claims: Added information about carrying these claims forward to other products.

• Living- or Raising-Condition Claims: Reorganized section for clarity regarding labeling terminology
and recommended documentation for approval. Added information about additional terminology
that typically accompanies these claims to explain the meaning of the claim to consumers, including
where the information must appear on the label. Added information on the use of “Free Range” and
synonymous claims (“Free Roaming,” “Pasture Fed,” Pasture Grown,” “Pasture Raised,” and “Meadow
Raised”) on labels of poultry products and the documentation needed to substantiate these claims.



Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 

• Raised Without Antibiotics: Livestock/Red Meat or Poultry: Added “Raised Antibiotic Free” and “No
added antibiotics” as examples of claims that may be used to disclose the fact that animals were not
administered antibiotics at any point in the animal production process. Added information on claims
that include the term “sub-therapeutic antibiotics” “No Antibiotics used for Growth Promotants” to
ensure that consumers understand that the claim means that antibiotics may only be administered in
the event of an illness and includes the circumstances for which FSIS will approve labels bearing these
claims.

• Raised Without Hormones (No Hormones Administered or No Steroids Administered): Updated
information to clarify that FSIS will no longer require a qualifying statement on pork products labeled
with “raised without hormones” claim because Federal law permits the use of certain hormones in
swine, e.g., for gestation. Added new examples of this type of claim. Updated information to clarify
why a qualifying statement is necessary for products made from a kind or species for which Federal
law prohibits hormone use and to emphasize that this information must be displayed on the label in a
manner that is likely to be read and understood by the ordinary individual for FSIS to approve the
claim.



Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 

• Third-Party Certification: Added information about documentation needed to
support labels bearing animal raising claims that have been “Verified” or “Certified”
by third-party organizations. Added information about “organic” claims, including
other claims that could be substantiated with an Organic Certificate.

• Additional Supplier:  Added section on procedures for adding an additional supplier
for a label with animal-raising claims that was previously approved by FSIS.  This is
a new addition to the guidelines. A new label submission is not required.  LPDS has
procedures in place that allow for an establishment to add a new supplier to the
documentation of a previously approved label and not have to resubmit the label
for another sketch approval. Additional suppliers must be approved by LPDS and
upon approval the labeling record must be updated to reflect the new supplier(s).



Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 

• The updated guideline is posted at:

• Labeling Guideline on Documentation Needed to 
Substantiate Animal Raising Claims for Label 
Submissions

• FSIS will update this document, as necessary.

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/guidelines/2019-0009


Animal Raising Claims

Diet- 100% Grass Fed, Grass Finished, Vegetarian Fed

Animal Welfare and Environmental Stewardship- “Humanely Raised,” 
“Regenerative Farming” “Sustainably Sourced” “Raised with Care”

Negative Hormones Use- “No Added Hormones” “No Hormones 
Administered Ever” 

Negative Antibiotic Use- “Raised without Antibiotics” “No Added 
Antibiotics” “No Antibiotics Ever“ “No Sub-Therapeutic Antibiotics” 
“No Antibiotics for Growth Promotion”



Animal Raising Claims

Breeds: Beef- (Angus, Piedmontese, Wagyu), Poultry: (Silkie, Plymouth 
Rock, Slow Growth Heritage breed) Pork (Berkshire, Duroc) (Heritage 
Breeds)

Organic- Certified Organic by National Organic Program, 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)

AMS, Process Verified Program (PVP) – 3rd Party 
Certification

Living/Raising/Raising Conditions (Free Range, Pasture Raised, Cage or 
Crate Free, Free to Roam)



Animal Raising Claims - Example

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of label that would be required to be submitted to LPDS for prior approval.  It has special statements and claims, such as the USDA organic seal, all natural with the required disclaimer statement, pasture raised, beef raised without added antibiotics, barn roaming, never confined to a lot, grass fed, organic.  All of those are claims that would need to be submitted to LPDS for prior approval.  




Animal Raising Claims - Example

www.tmbranch.com



Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 
For most animal raising claims, the documentation needed to 
support these claims are:

1. A detailed written description
explaining the controls used for
ensuring that the raising claim is
valid from birth to harvest or the

period of raising being 
referenced by the claim.

2. A signed and dated document
describing how the animal are

raised (e.g., vegetarian fed, 
raised without antibiotics, grass 
fed), to support that the specific 
claim made is truthful and not 

misleading;

3. A written description of the
product tracing and segregation 

mechanism from time of 
slaughter or further processing 

through packaging and 
wholesale or retail distribution;



Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal 
Raising Claims 
For most animal raising claims, the documentation needed to 
support these claims are:

4. A written description
for the identification,

control, and segregation 
of non-conforming 

animals/product; and

5. If a third-party
certifies a claim, a

current copy of the 
certificate.



Exceptions to Providing Documentation Previously Referenced 

• Establishments may use purchased product in a secondary product or repack 
product bearing claims, and may want to carry those claims over to a new label.  
Examples of claims that can be carried over include Breed Claims, Diet Claims, and 
Raising Claims.  

• However, companies cannot carry over claims from purchased products that are 
certified by a third party entity.  For example, Organic, Process Verified Program, or 
Certified Humane cannot be carried forward without the company producing the 
final product having its own certification or verification.

• Some companies have chosen the USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), 
Process Verified Program (PVP) as a 3rd party verification program for independently 
verification program by AMS auditors.



Exceptions to Providing Documentation Previously Referenced 

Companies will need to provide the following:

1. A purchased product label that
bears all claims being carried

over.  

2. A written description of the
product tracing and segregation 

mechanism from receipt of 
purchased product through 

further processing, packaging, 
and wholesale or retail 

distribution;



Guideline – Antibiotics, meat

Raised Without Antibiotics – Livestock/Red Meat and Poultry: To use this claim, source animals 
cannot have been given antibiotics in their feed, water or by injections.  This includes ionophores 
which are recognized as antibiotics by FSIS. 

• Examples of this type of claim: No Antibiotics Administered, No Antibiotics Administered the last 150
days. (Note: The claim “No Antibiotics Administered” is synonymous with “Raised Without
Antibiotics”).

• Documentation needed:   1. A detailed written description explaining controls for ensuring that the
animals are not given antibiotics from birth to harvest or the period of raising being referenced by the
claim; 2. A signed and dated document describing how the animals are raised to support that the
claims are not false or misleading; 3. A written description of the product tracing and segregation
mechanism from time of slaughter or further processing through packaging and wholesale or retail
distribution; and 4. A written description for the identification, control, and segregation of
nonconforming animals/product (e.g., if beef raised without the use of antibiotics need to be treated
with antibiotics due to illness).



Guideline – Antibiotics, poultry

Also, for a poultry antibiotics claim, the establishment needs to submit a company letter (signed 
and on company letterhead) answering the following questions:  

1. Do you use antibiotics pre-hatch in any way with respect to the eggs that you hatch for the poultry
that will bear the claim?  If so, please describe how you use antibiotics?

2. Do you inject any vaccines in ovo?  If so, please state whether any of the vaccines includes an
antibiotic.  If any of them does, please state what antibiotics are used, what the antibiotics are used
for, and in what amount they are used.

3. Do you inject any antibiotics in ovo?  If so, please state what antibiotics are used, what the
antibiotics are used for, and in what amount they are used.  What is the withdrawal time for the
antibiotics?

4. Have you verified that the poultry that you use to produce your products was not derived from eggs
or poultry that were injected or otherwise treated in any way with antibiotics?  If so, how have you
verified these conclusions?



Guideline – Antibiotics, poultry

• Over the last 3 years, more companies have decided  that for the health of their
livestock and poultry they do provide antibiotics, but only in the case of illness and
not for growth promotion.

• FSIS has approved the claims “Raised Without Sub-therapeutic Antibiotics” and “No
Antibiotics for Growth Promotants”, which are further defined on the label as
“Animals only given antibiotics in case of illness”.



Q&As



Q&A #1

Are previously approved labels containing special statements or claims eligible for 
generic approval when the only modification involves changes unrelated to the 
special statement or claim?

• Yes. Previously approved labels containing special statements or claims may be 
generically approved if the modifications to the label are unrelated to the 
special statement or claim.

• FSIS Guideline: Generic Label Approval

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/guidelines/2014-0002


Q&A #2

May the establishment number be changed generically from one establishment 
number to another in the case of a label bearing a special statement or claim? For 
example, may Plant B use an approved label from Plant A by simply changing the 
Establishment number from A to B?

• Yes, this may be permitted under certain circumstances. If Plant B obtains a
complete copy of the original label application and all associated supporting
documentation necessary to support any special statements or claims on the
original application approved for Plant A, then Plant B would have a complete label
record on file and would be permitted to change the Est. number from A to B. In this
case the information contained within the labeling application would be expected
to remain the same (e.g. HACCP category, product formulation, processing
procedures).

• Note: The exception is meat and poultry products labeled as “organic” and other
third party certified claims.



Q&A #3

How will FSIS verify whether establishments meet requirements related to this 
guideline? 

• FSIS inspection program personnel (IPP) conduct label verification activities in plant
as instructed in FSIS Directive 7221.1.  Specifically the Directive instructs (IPP) on
how to conduct the General Labeling task in the Public Health Information System
(PHIS). For any product bearing an animal raising claim, IPP will verify whether the
establishment has a sketch label approval by LPDS on file.



Q&A #4

For the claim “Vegetarian Fed” can documentation include animals are fed all 
vegetable ingredients also including milk/dairy product derivatives i.e., whey?

• Raised Using Vegetarian Feeds [This means all vegetable feeds and no animal
products (e.g., whey) are fed to the animal.]

• Examples of this type of claim include, but are not limited to: Grass (Forage) Fed,
Grain Fed, Vegetarian Feed, Raised Using Vegetarian Feeds [This means all vegetable
feeds and no animal products (e.g., whey) are fed to the animal.], Raised Using
Vegetarian Feeds*,  *Except For (with a disclaimer to clarify animal products are fed
to the animal for a certain period of time, e.g., “except for dairy products fed from
birth to eight weeks” or “after 8 weeks”), and Fed No Animal By-Products.



Q&A #5

What is documentation needed for the claim “No added Hormones in Pork,” now 
that the disclaimer (federal regulations do not permit the use of hormones in 
pork) is no longer required?
• Documentation should be submitted with the label application showing no use of

hormones ( or other growth promotants) in feed, water or injection.  The disclaimer
should no longer be on any Pork labels with this claim.  The disclaimer can be
generically removed.



Food Safety and Inspection Service
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Statements That Bioengineered or Genetically Modified 
(GM) Ingredients or Animal Feed Were Not Used in Meat, 
Poultry or Egg Products

Revised December 2019

Hannah Filloon, Labeling and Program Delivery 
Staff
September 1, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi Everyone. My name is Hannah Filloon and I will be discussing the FSIS guidance titled “statements that bioengineered or genetically modified ingredients or animal feed were not used in meat, poultry or egg products.

This document provides guidance for companies that want to make label claims concerning the fact that bioengineered or genetically-modified ingredients were not used in a FSIS product.  This guidance also provides information on how companies can make label claims that a product was produced from livestock or poultry that were not fed bioengineered or genetically modified feed.  For purposes of this presentation, these claims will be referred to as “negative claims.” 

This document is an update to the 2016 version of the guidance. FSIS solicitated comments and made changes based on feedback provided to the Agency. The revised guidance was published in December of 2019.

Updates to the guidance include the addition of information about the certification and labeling for certified organic products and clarification that FSIS will not restrict negative claims to the definition of bioengineering in the AMS National Bioengineered Food Disclosure Act. These updates will be discussed more later in the presentation.





Non-Genetically Engineered Claims

 Historically, FSIS has allowed the use of the terms “genetically modified organism” or “GMO” on product
labels or labeling only if the name of the third-party certifying organization contains these terms (e.g.
“Non-GMO Project”)

 FSIS has reconsidered its position and will allow the use of the terms “genetically modified organism” or
“GMO” in negative claims provided that the label or labeling is otherwise truthful and not misleading

 Examples include:
 “Chicken raised on a diet containing no genetically engineered ingredients,” or “Derived from beef fed

no GMO feed.”
 “No GMO ingredients,” “No genetically modified ingredients,” “Ingredients used are not

bioengineered,” or “No genetically engineered ingredients through the use of modern biotechnology

 FSIS published a compliance policy guide titled, “Statements That Bioengineered or Genetically Modified
(GM) Ingredients or Animal Feed Were Not Used in Meat, Poultry, or Egg Products.” FSIS sought comments on
this guidance as part of its efforts to continuously assess and improve the effectiveness of policy documents.

FSIS-GD-2019-0004: Labeling Guideline on Statements that Bioengineered or Genetically-Modified Ingredients or Animal Feed 
were not used in Meat, Poultry, or Egg Products

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Historically, FSIS has allowed the use of the terms “genetically modified organism” or “GMO” on product labels or labeling only if the name of the third-party certifying organization contains these terms.

FSIS has reconsidered its position and has allowed, and will continue to allow the use of the terms “genetically modified organism” or “GMO” in negative claims provided that the label or labeling is otherwise truthful and not misleading

Examples of acceptable claim wording can be seen at the bottom of this slide.


https://www.fsis.usda.gov/guidelines/2019-0004


Non-Genetically Engineered Claims

 FSIS has approved labels that state the products meet the standards of a third-party
certifier regarding the use of feed containing ingredients that are not genetically
engineered

 The National Organic Program within the Agriculture Marketing Service in USDA is
one example of a third-party certifying organization

 FSIS does not limit claims to those consistent with AMS's definition of
bioengineering, in Pub. L. 114-216.  Claims may reflect different standards depending
on the certifying entity's standards for the claim

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because FSIS does not have the ability to independently verify negative claims for ingredients or feed, FSIS has required establishments that make these claims to comply with standards established by a third-party certifying organization. FSIS also requires that the third-party’s standards be publicly available on a website .

The National Organic Program is one example of a third-party certifying organization for a negative claim.

As mentioned previously, FSIS does not limit claims to those consistent with AMS's definition of bioengineering established in the National Bioengineered Food Disclosure Act. A 3rd party certifier can utilize either the AMS definition of “bioengineering” in 7 CFR Part 66 or the Food and Drug Administration’s definition of “modern biotechnology.” FSIS also will continue to allow the use of synonymous terms such as “genetically engineered” or “GE.”





Non-Genetically Engineered Claims

 Negative claims are considered special claims and are subject to
FSIS sketch approval

 The following are documentation needed to substantiate a
negative claim:
1. A current copy of the third-party certificate; and
2. A written description for the identification, control, and

segregation of conforming and non-conforming animals or
products, except when these activities are a condition of
certification.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Negative claims regarding bioengineering are considered special claims that require sketch approval under 9 CFR 412.1 except when such claim is added to a label that has previously been approved as certified organic. Establishments producing certified-organic meat, poultry and egg products under the Agricultural Marketing Service’s National Organic Program may add a new claim to their label stating that genetically-modified ingredients or animal feed were not used in the products, provided that the organic claim on the label was previously approved by FSIS. Such statements are generically approved if they are truthful and not misleading. 

The documentation needed to substantiate a negative claim are:
A current copy of the third-party certificate. “Current” means that the certificate was issued within 1 year
The establishment’s segregation protocol unless a segregation protocol is a condition of certification


The USDA organic regulations (7 CFR Part 205) prohibit the use of genetically-modified organisms in the production and handling of an organic product. Furthermore, certified-organic products must be derived from animals that did not consume feed or feed supplements that contain genetically-modified organisms. Therefore, a current organic certificate will be sufficient to support a negative claim.






Points of Clarification on the Guideline

 Products bearing a negative claim must include:
 name of the certifying entity
 website address of the third-party certifier

 Certified organic products may be labeled with negative claims
without additional third-party certification or documentation when
the negative claim is connected with an asterisk or other symbol to
the explanatory statement “Produced in compliance with the USDA
Organic Regulations”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A product bearing a negative claim must include the name of the certifying entity on the same panel as the claim. The label must also bear a website address where consumers can obtain additional information regarding the claim and the third-party organization's certification process. With this approach, the labeling includes the information consumers need if unaware of the specific standards on which the negative claim is based.

Products certified as “organic” would not need to disclose a website address on the label, however, negative claims on certified organic products must be connected with an asterisk or other symbol to the explanatory statement “Produced in compliance with the USDA Organic Regulations”




Points of Clarification on the Guideline

 Any negative claim made on single-ingredient meat and poultry product must
specify if the claim is referring to the feed, because these products do not contain
multiple ingredients
 Ex: “Chicken raised on a diet containing no genetically engineered

ingredients,” or “Derived from beef fed no GMO feed.”

 Labels of multi-ingredient products may include a negative claim that refers to
the animal feed or may bear a negative claim specific to the non-meat or poultry
ingredients used
 Ex: “Contains No GMO ingredients,” “No genetically modified ingredients,”

“Ingredients used are not bioengineered,” or “No genetically engineered
ingredients through the use of modern biotechnology.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any negative claim made on single-ingredient meat and poultry product must specify that the claim is referring to the feed, because these products do not contain multiple ingredients. For example, derived from beef fed no GMO feed.

FSIS does not consider animals to be bioengineered if they consumed feed produced from, containing, or consisting of a bioengineered substance.  FSIS will not allow a product from a non-bioengineered animal to use a negative claim without further explanation stating that the feed is also   not bioengineered. 

Labels of multi-ingredient products may include a negative claim that refers to the animal feed or may bear a negative claim specific to the non-meat or poultry ingredients used. For example, contains no GMO ingredients.




Non-Genetically Engineered Claim 
Example 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the following example, you can see that this multi-ingredient product bears the claim “no GE ingredients”. Since the product is multi-ingredient, it specifies that the “ingredients” are not genetically engineered. The claim is linked by an asterisk to the certifiers name and website address in the lower left hand corner of the label.




Non-Genetically Engineered Claim 
Example 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next example shows a negative claim on a single ingredient product. Note that the claim must be specific to the animal feed on single ingredient products as displayed in the right upper corner by “fed a vegetarian diet with no GMO feed ingredients”. The claim is again linked to the certifier’s information by a symbol. For this product, the third party certifier is the National Organic Program. When a product makes a negative claim and is certified organic, the website does not need to be displayed on the label, however, the label must disclose that the claim is made in accordance with the Nation Organic Program regulations as shown in the lower right hand corner




Resources



Resources

Labeling and Program Delivery Staff

• https://www.fsis.usda.gov/contactus/fsis-offices/office-policy-and-program-
development-oppd

Code of Federal Regulations

• https://www.ecfr.gov/

FSIS Food Standards and Labeling Policy Book 

• Food Standards and Labeling Policy Book

A Guide to Federal Food Labeling Requirements for Meat and Poultry Products

• FSIS-GD-2007-0001

Labeling Guideline on Documentation Needed to Substantiate Animal Raising Claims for Label Submissions

• https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/compliance-guidance/labeling/claims-guidance

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/contactus/fsis-offices/office-policy-and-program-development-oppd
https://www.ecfr.gov/
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/guidelines/2005-0003
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/guidelines/2007-0001
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/compliance-guidance/labeling/claims-guidance


fsis.usda.gov

Submit a Question 
to askFSIS

• https://www.fsis.usda.gov/askFSIS
• Questions are sent to a main portal, triaged, and assigned to the correct expert based on 

subject matter.

Call:

• Main: 301.504.0878
• Distribution Unit: 301.504.0883

Labeling 
Procedures

• https://www.fsis.usda.gov/policy/fsis-
guidelines

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/askfsis
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/policy/fsis-guidelines
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