




























































































Table: MOis in Response to FOIA2021-118

07:59 Friday, January 8, 2021

EstNbr

EstName

MOINbr

Date
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Code

TaskName

Status

MOI Agenda

P4602A

NEW MARKET POULTRY, LLC

YCG0113123
701G

01DEC2020

04C05

Poultry Good
Commercial
Practices

Finalized

On 12/01/2020 at 1345 hours, | was inspecting Lot 3 as
part of the Good Commercial Practices verification task.
Upon ascending the outside staircase to the stoop outside
of the live hang shelter, | noticed movement from one of
the condemned heads of poultry in a yellow USDA
condemned barrel that was parked on the stoop. On top of
the pile of carcasses condemned was a live rooster still
breathing, moving, blinking, and defecating. | garnered
the attention of the line lead, demonstrated the live rooster
intermingled with condemned carcasses, and observed
him euthanize the rooster by cervical dislocation. The
barrel in which the live rooster was lying was full to
capacity and stationed where barrels are placed prior to
emptying in a common dumpster. Had | not been present
to intervene, it is reasonable to conclude that this rooster
may have died by means other than regulations approved
slaughter or euthanasia methods thus representing
noncompliance with 9 CFR 381.65(b).

P4602A

NEW MARKET POULTRY, LLC

YCG0206122
702G

02DEC2020

04C05

Poultry Good
Commercial
Practices

Finalized

On 12/02/2020 at 0645 hours, | was inspecting operations
in the live hanging area as part of the Good Commercial
Practices verification task. | was inspecting the contents
of the yellow USDA condemned barrels used to contain
Dead on Arrival (DOA) carcasses. In the one nearest the
shackle line, | saw that there was one chicken alive and
moving head down with the DOAs unable to correct its
posture. | kept my flashlight tracked on the live bird and
garnered the attention of the area line lead to show him the
live chicken in the condemn barrel. The lead extracted the
chicken held it for my inspection, and | saw thatitwas ina
grossly fit condition for slaughter and permitted him to
hang the chicken in the shackle line. This incident
occurred soon after a similar documented event on
12/01/2020 around 1345 hours in which | discovered a
live rooster in a yellow barrel on top of the DOAs which
was sitting on the stoop outside of the live hang building.
The Poultry Products Inspection Act of 1957 and agency
regulations pursuant to it require that poultry be handled
and slaughtered in accordance with good commercial
practices. The negligent placement of live birds in
condemned barrels is mistreatment of live poultry
specimens. The repeating reoccurrence of said
mistreatment, construable as lost process control over
GCPs, may be documented as noncompliance with 9 CFR
381.65(b).
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P46826 SHENANDOAH VALLEY ORGANIC BOK0310124 17DEC2020 | 04C05 | Poultry Good Finalized On 12/17/2020 at about 1050 hours, | was inspecting live
017G Commercial hanging operations as part of a Good Commercial
Practices Practices verification of Lot 2. While | was in the blood

room, | inspected a yellow barrel intended to store
inedible/condemned carcasses. While examining the
carcasses, | noticed that there were at least two (2)
chickens alive, moving, breathing, and slowly blinking. |
garnered the attention of the area lead supervisor and
showed the alive chickens to him. After removing the alive
birds, three (3) more were discovered for a total of five (5)
living chickens in an inedible/condemned barrel
intermingled with Dead on Arrival (DoA) carcasses. | did
not determine any condemnable lesions antemortem and
determined that these chickens would bleed out if
slaughtered, so | permitted them to be taken to the live
hang line and hung. USDA regulation 9 CFR 381.65(b)
strictly requires that all live poultry, once on official
premises, die by no means other than regulatory slaughter
or, if rejected by the plant or condemned antemortem by
an IIC, euthanasia. Alive birds sent to rendering would be
killed by non-regulatory means and considered cadavers.
Had | not been present to intervene, it is reasonable

to conclude that these chickens would not have died by
methods approved by regulation. The ambient
temperatures on this day of operation were below freezing
and birds can be mistaken for DoA due the effects of the
cold on their behavior and responsiveness to stimuli.
Regardless, it is incumbent on the establishment to
accommodate for the weather's effects on its live poultry
and take adequate measures to confirm that birds
condemned as DoA are truly dead or euthanized if they
are judged unfit for slaughter. A reasonably determined
pattern of negligence in this regard may be documented in
a Noncompliance Record as a violation of 9 CFR
381.65(b).
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