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April 4, 2016

Dear Importer or Broker:

The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) is the public health agency in the
U.S. Department of Agriculture responsible for ensuring that meat, poultry, and
egg products imported and sold in U.S. commerce are safe, wholesome, and
correctly labeled and packaged. FSIS enforces, among other laws, the Egg
Products Inspection Act (EPIA) (21 U.S.C. 1031 et seq.). As a possible result of
the impact that highly-pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) has had on
U.S.-sourced egg products, FSIS has seen a recent increase in egg products being
offered for import into the United States from ineligible sources. FSIS also has
seen an increase in egg products that are not eligible to be imported into the U.S.
somehow entering this country labeled with incorrect product names. This letter
provides guidance on:

egg products under FSIS jurisdiction,
misbranded egg products,
foreign country eligibility,
the import process, and

e enforcement provisions for ineligible or misbranded egg products that
arrive at the borders of the United States or enter U.S. commerce without being
presented to FSIS for reinspection as required.

Egg products under FSIS jurisdiction: FSIS regulations (9 CFR 590.5,
590.570, and 590.575) identify egg products under FSIS jurisdiction, including:

Egg albumin, dried,;

Egg albumin other than dried;

Dried egg whites;

Pasteurized Frozen Whole Egg with citric acid;

Plain Pasteurized Frozen Whole Egg without added ingredients;
Pasteurized Liquid Yolk with 10% salt;

e Pasteurized Frozen Scrambled Egg Mix with Whole Egg and pepper,
starch, and dried milk;

e Frozen Yolks with 10% sugar added;

e Frozen Egg Whites with whipping aids (such as sodium sulfate or triethyl
citrate);

e Pasteurized Enzyme Modified Dried Egg Product with Egg Yolks and
xanthan gum and citric acid to preserve color, and less than 1% silicon dioxide as
an anticaking agent and phospholipase;

e Spray Dried Albumin; and

An Equal Opportunrity Provider and Employer





http:http://askfsis.custhelp.com



http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/importing-products/eligible-countries-products-foreign-establishments/eligible-foreign-establishments
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/importing-products/eligible-countries-products-foreign-establishments/eligible-foreign-establishments
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/importing-products/imported-food-products-containing-a-small-amount-of-meat-poultry-or-processed-egg-product-ingredients
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/importing-products/imported-food-products-containing-a-small-amount-of-meat-poultry-or-processed-egg-product-ingredients
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/importing-products/imported-food-products-containing-a-small-amount-of-meat-poultry-or-processed-egg-product-ingredients

the shipment and appropriate CBP penalties. FSIS may request that the importer of
record recall an FTP product, if the shipment cannot be redelivered.

FSIS looks forward to working with foreign governments, importers, brokers, and all
interested stakeholders to better ensure that egg products are not adulterated, ineligible for
import, or migbranded upon entry into the United States.

Sincerely, ‘

Daniel L. Engeljohn, PhD
Assistant Administrator
Office of Policy and Program Development
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