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NOTICE OF SUSl'ENSfON (NOS) 

Dr. Mr. Miller, 

This Jctter~onfitmsthc v~rbal rtolitlci\tion provided to your establishment, Alaska 
Interior Meats. LLC, Establishment M40463, located in North Pole, AK, on Thursday, 
N9vember 7, 2019, by the Food Safety Inspection Service (FSJS). Denver District, of 
the suspension of the assignment of inspectors and the withholding of the marks. of 
inspection al your establishment lor slaughter operations. Dr. Jessica VanHook, 
Deputy Di$trict Manager, verbally nod11ed you of'(hc suspension action on Thu~day 
November 7, 20 19. This action was initiated in accordance with Title 21 of the United 
States Code (1JSC), Sectiori 603(b) and 1'itle () of the Code of Federa l Regulations 
(Cl~R) Part 500J(b) (Rules of Practice). 

Background Authorit)' 

The liederal Meat Inspection Act (FMIA), 21 USC Section 603(b), provides for the 
purpose ofpreventing the inhumane sfaughtering of livestock. The, FMI/\ gives FS.lS 
the authorily, llS designated by the Secretary of the D~partment ofAgriculture, to 
prescribe rules an<I rc,gulations describing examlnations- and inspections of the method 
by which cattle, sheep, s,,,1ine, goats, horses, mules, and other equines are slaughtered in 
the establishments inspected under the FM IA. The FMIA atso provides PSIS Program 
personnel the authority to suspend operations .at a slaughtering establishment ifrs IS 
finds that any cattle, sheep; swine, goats, hors.es, mules or other equines have been 
slaughtered or handled in connection wi'Lh slaughter at such establishments by any 
method not in accordance with the-Humane Mcthops of Slm,ghtetAc( (HMSA) of 
August 27, I958 (72 Statute 862; Title 7 USC, Sections 1901-1906), until the 
establ ishment furnishes FSJS with satisfactory assurances that all slaughtering and 
hJ1ndling in connection wi(h the slaug~tcr ot' livestock shall be in accordance with such 
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1'1Je(hods. 

Under the. authorities ofthese Acis, PSIS has prescribed ru les and regulations required for the 
humane slm1ghtcring oflivestoc.k, contained in Title 9 CFR Pa113 13. FSIS has also developed 
Rules of Practice regarding enforcement prescribec,J in 9 CFR Part 500. The Rules of Practice 
describe the types ofenforcement actions that PSIS may take and include procedures for laking a 
withholding actfon and or suspension, with or without prior notification, as well as the procedures 
for filing a complaint to'Withdraw a Grant ofFederal Inspection·. 

Finding/B&sis fov Action 

On Wednesday, No.vember6, 2019, the FSIS Supervisory PullHc Health Veterinarian (SPHV) 
documemed 1n a Memorandum oflnfonnation (MOI) the fol lowing evenl at est, M40463: 

At (.lf)proximately 0830 hours the-SPl!Vw11s ver/[ying stunning effectivenes.~ andobserving/or 
co11sdous animals on the rail on the slaughter jloor. The SPHV observed the snm openator 
ejfec/ively stun a market swine with the eleclrical sllmning device 10 rhe head on thejirsr srunning 
al/empt. The swine ·s rear li!g was shackled. While rhe swine wa.r being hoistecf, 1he shackle 
loosened and.fell offthe animal '$ leg, releasing the swine to the ground. While theswirw was lying 
in lateral 1·ecumhen,y on the ground and still 1mco11saious, the animal wa.s swck for bleeding. The. 
swine's rear leg was re-shackled. am/ the swine wasfully hoisted (/If the. grmmd while unconscious. 
The SPHVobserve,l after a few seconds, the shackle loosen a second lime and lh<:swi11efall 10 rhe· 
grouml, inirially landing on /he ifs head, The SPHVobserved 1he µni11wl regain wnstiousne.ss_ 
The SP l!Vobserved the swine sit upNght and maintain (.I siftingp{)sit-ion with the bqck legs bent 
,md the jj-ont legs straighr wilh hooves on the •gtound. 7 he plan/ manager was pr.eseni and 
immediat<tly instruc!ed the shm operator to re-stun the sw1i1e. The stun operator applied a seqmd 
1111emp1 with the electrical stunning device to the heac(, which rendered the animal uncon:,cious. The 
SP!fVobserved the swine. re-shackled, re-hoisted and re-stuck for bleeding. The pla/1111,an('.f;CI' 
immediately addressed tire incident wilh verbal ins11:-uction 10 /he shit1 ope1·ator. 

Summary 

The decision to suspend the assignmeni of inspectors at your establishment 1$ based on this 
noncompliance with 9 CFR 313.30(a)(4). TI1is is an inhumane noncompliance; whefebyan 
establishment employ~e needed multiple stunning attempts to render an aoimal unconscious. In 
additio11, your establi-shlllellt was notoperating, under a Robust Systematic Approach (RSA) during 
the time of the event. 

'The suspension of the assignment oftnspectors will remain in effect Lmtil s11ch lime ~s you provide 
the Denver District Oft1cc adequate wr1llen con'ective "ctions &nd preventative measures I◊ ensLwe 
that livestock at your establishment are handled a1ld slaughtered humanely, and in accordanco with 
the FMTA, the HMSA, ,rnd 9Ci:'R:31 3 regulations. 
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These-should i'nclude: 

• A written description of the incidem. 
• The root c11use of tl1e incident 
• Yom lmtncdiatec.orrective ljcti◊ n s. 
• Your specific corrective actions to pre'vent reocc\1rrence of the noncompliance. 
• Any training or retraining ofemployees you plan co provide, including n1ater1als you '1•e 

plann ing io use. 
• Any moniloring procedures, including any documenlation records, 

In accordance with Title 9 CFR 500,5(a)(5), you may appeal this action by contac~ing: 

Mr. PauT Wolseley 
Acting Executive Associate for Regulatory Operntions 
USDA/FSJS/OFO 
Room 3159 South Building 
Wash ington DC 20250 
Tel; 2.02-708-9506 
Palfl. Wolseley@usda.gov 

In accordance with 9 CfR Part 500.5 (d), you may request a hearing concerning tliis action by 
contacting,: 

Scott C. Safian, Director 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
Office <>flnvestigation, Enforcement and Audit 
Enforcement and Litigatlon Div1si<>n 
Stop Code 3753, PP3, C~bicle 8-235A 
1400 tridcl)endence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250 
Voice: (202) 4J 8-8872 
Fax: (202) 245-5097 

lfyou. have any questions regarding this maltcr, you may contact the Denver Dist.rici Office a1 
(303)236-9800, 

Sincerely, 
D(gltally sl9nod by JESSICA JESSICA VANHOOK 

~2019,l 1,07 VANHOOK Dale 

for10:11.35 , 07'00' 

Dr, Dawn Sprot1ls 
A.cling District Manager 
FSIS Denver District Office 
Dawn.Sprouls@usda.gov 
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cc: FO/QER 
Est. File 
R, Reeder, DDM 
S. Hoffman, DOM 
J. Van Hook. DDM 

(b) (6)

S. Baucher, RD/OIEA 
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