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August 18, 2005 Brenda Umberger

Guo Lisheng
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To: Division of FDA Dockets Management
Fax: 301 827 6870

/ Robert Post, Director

Labeling and Consumer Protection Staff
USDA

Fax: 202 205 3625

nh:LHd 81901 SO

Ref: Docket Number 1995N-0294
RIN 0910-ACh4

Re: Food Standards; General Principles and Food Standards Modernization;

Comments on Proposed rule
Closing date: August 18, 2005

The U.S. Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and
Technology, National Center for Standards and Certification Information (the
U.S. WTO TBT Enquiry Point) is submitting the enclosed comments, for
consideration, from the China WTO/TBT National Notification Center,
Standard and Regulations Researching Center, AQSIQ.

Thank you!

Regards,
Brenda UmbergerW

National Center for Standards and Certification Information (NCSCI)
U.S. Department of Commerce

National Institute of Standards and Technology
100 Bureau Drive, Gaithersburg, MD 20899-2100

Telephone: 301-975-4036/-4040, Fax; 301-926-1559
E-mail: ncsci@nist.gov

Enclosure: 3 pages

NIST



SWl YLb 1559 P.22

s a

Comments of China on USA Notiftcation G/TBT/N/USA/119

Foud Standards; General Principles and Food Standards Modernization

Dear Sir or Madam,

Enclosed please find the comments of China on the Uniled States’ nolification
circulated by WTO as {ollows:

G/TITMN/USA/T9 ‘ood  Standards: Generul Principles and lFood Staodards

Modernization (Foods for human consumption in the United
States, excepl (or meat, poultry and egg products)

he comments are in [inglish and Chinese.
Tl enis ar Iinglish and Chinese

Please acknowledge reecipt of the comments by e-mail 10 thtiidagsig.gov.cn.
Thank you very much {nadvance tor your consideration ol our comments.

Best regards

Gomo Lt

Guo Lisheng

Deputy Director General

China WTO/TBT National Notification & IZnquiry Ceunter
Na. 9 Ma Dian Dong Lu, ai Dian Distriet, Beijing

Post Code: 100088

Tel: 86-10-82260611/0618

Fax:86-10-82262448

E-mail: thi@aqgsio.gov.on
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Comments of China on USA Notification G/TBT/N/USA/119

Food Standards; General Principles and Food Standards Modernization

We would like 0 hank the United States of America for providing the opportunity o
comment on G/TBT/N/USA/119. The comments from China are the following:

China would like o give a pogitive comment on the proposal of FSIS and FDA for
establishing a scu of general principles for lood standards. As Notilication USA/119
only deseribes the conception of 818 and DA on establishing the gencral principles
and questing public comments, China would prefer to see the more specilic and
detailed principles proposed by both agencies (SIS and FDA) for further reviewing
and discussion. With respect 1o this proposal, we believe thal:

I. From the view of protecting the interests of consumers, adapting to the
development in today's food praduction technologies and encouraging consistence
with (nternational standards, 10 estublish a et of penoral principles has its positive
elfects. However, there should be a pradual process for the establishment, revision
and withdrawal of a standard, as well as sulficient time tor pradual revision and
transition of the existing [vod standards in accordance with the specific situations.
Furthermore, [vod manulaetuters and importers should be given a proper transitional -
period to have time for adaptation 1o such changes. China hope that gencral
principles issued in fulure should presont the gradualness, [acilitale protecting the
tteresty of consumers, producers and importers, and avoid new obstacles o trade.

2. Despite the consensus of [SIS and FDA on the purpose of and measures for the
establishiment, revision and ¢limination of the food standards, Notification 119
indicates there still exist inconsistencics between Lhe two agencies with regard to
some of the measures. We suggest that the general principles enacted in fuiure should
be [tee from inconsistencics.

3. While advocating “lexibility" of {ood standards 1o encourage the development and
utilization of new food lechnologies, emphasis should be given to standards for
naming new foods in a simple and clear way, focusing on key fealures of products,
gluminating uunecessary vequiremenls and treating imported foods with same
principles as those for domestic products.

4.1t is sugpested Lhat, in the peneral principles for the establishment, revision und
withdrawal of food standardy, additional principles on the manapement of imported
food or food with non-standard pames be established to uvoid unnecessary trade
battiers due to inconsistencies between the standards o imported [oods and domestic
[oods.

5. We hope that the principles, procedures and criteria for the establishiment, revision
and withdrawal of food standards in the “general principles” to be enacted would be
more [cansparent and operational,

6. With regard to “Regulatory Opuon”, we prefer Option Four. ie.. o establish
principles for assessing standards (only). This would minimize the cost of the
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establishment of the principles and allow gradual processes for revising and
withdrawing existing stundards as well as establishing new ones.

Comments in Chincese are as below:
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