
Process Flow Chart for Follow-up Sampling (MT-52)  

District Offices (DO)
•Enter establishments into STEPS that are identified through supplier information 
(including supplying establishments located in other districts). 
•Each DO determines whether the supplying establishments in its district are 
originating supplying slaughter establishments. 
•Direct inspectors to perform 02 Procedures at all suppliers and generates follow-up 
(MT-52) sample requests for originating slaughter establishments in its District. 

 

Direct the IICs to perform an 02 procedure 
and to collect and send supplier information 

to the DO. 

Are any of these supplying establishments an 
originating supplying slaughter 

establishment? 

Enter new supplying establishments into  
STEPS (including establishments located in 

other districts). 

Originating Supplying 
Slaughter Establishment

Continues until all originating supplying 
slaughter establishments are identified. 

NO 

The IIC at the grinding 
establishment collects and 
sends supplier information to the 
DO.  
 
OPEER investigator collects and 
sends supplier information to the 
OPEER regional office for retail 
store samples. 

 
FSIS sample of 
Ground Beef tests 
positive for E. coli 
O157:H7   

Are any of the supplying establishments an 
originating supplying slaughter 

establishment? 

The DO with jurisdiction over the grinder 
enters all supplying establishment into 
STEPS.  STEPS automatically notifies 
other DOs with supplying establishments 
under its jurisdiction.  
 
OPEER regional office enters all 
suppliers into STEPS for retail samples. 

YES

YES

Each DO with jurisdiction over supplying 
establishments identified in STEPS 

completes the following tasks. 

NO 

1. Direct the IIC to perform 
an 02 procedure. 

2. Generate a sample 
request for MT-52. 

3. The IIC ships the sample 
to the lab after pre-
shipment review.  


