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HANDL| NG PROCESS DEVI ATI ONS AND ABNORMAL CONTAI NER | NCI DENTS
FOR SHELF- STABLE CANNED PRODUCTS

l. PURPOSE

This directive provides current FSIS policy and procedures
with respect to thermal process deviations or abnorm
incidents that occur during the production of shelf-stable
canned product. It also provides two new FSIS fornms. This
directive does not apply if all the requirenents of Sections
318. 308, 381.308, 318.309, and 381.309 of the MPI
Regul ati ons have been addressed through the inplenentation
of an approved quality control program

1. [ RESERVED]

111, [ RESERVED]

I V. REFERENCES

MPI Regul ations, Sections 318.308, 318.309, 381.308, 381.309
FSIS Directive 7520.2, dated 5/12/88

V. PCLI CY

A.  Process Deviations. Ml Regul ations require that
process devi ati ons be:

1. Handled by an approved quality control program or

2. ldentified in-process and reprocessed, using the
conplete full process schedule; or

3. Reprocessed using a prior-approved alternate
process schedule which is on file with the
I nspector; or

4. Held for evaluation by a processing authority.



B. Abnormal Containers. Ml Regulations state that, unless
handl ed as part of an approved finished product quality
control program finding abnormal containers through

i ncubation or other nmeans requires that at |east the code

| ot involved not be shipped.

RESPONSI BI LI TI ES
A.  Process Deviations. Process deviations not handled in
accord with the requirenents described initems V.A 1, 2, or
3 of this directive require the follow ng actions:
1. Establishnment Managenent

a. Hold the product invol ved

b. Have the deviation evaluated by a processing
authority.

N

nspecti on Personnel

a. Assure that the affected product is not
shi pped until program approval for a proposed
di sposition is received.

b. Obtain copies of all information provided to
the processing authority by the establishnent.

c. otain a copy of the processing authority's
eval uation report.

d. Conplete FSIS Form 10, 000-6, Canned Foods- -
Process Deviation; attach the data required in
itenms VI.A 2.b. and c. above; and send to:

Processed Products | nspection Division
Thermal Processing Branch, FSI'S, USDA
Washi ngton, DC 20250-3700

e. Send a copy of the conpleted FSIS Form

10, 000- 6, Canned Foods--Process Deviation (do not
i ncl ude process records or the processing
authority's report) to the Regional Ofice.

f. Retain a copy for the official file; NOTE
Addi tional information on procedures and
distribution is shown on the reverse side of FSIS
Form 10, 000-6, Attachnent 2.

g. Wen the final report is received from



headquarters, notify the establishnent of the
recommended action(s).

B. Abnormal Containers. Abnormal containers not handl ed as
part of an approved finished product quality control program
require the foll owm ng actions:

1. Establishnment Managenent

a. Notify FSIS inspection personnel of the
findings(s).

b. Make available all abnormal containers for
exam nation by FSIS inspection personnel.

2. Inspection Personnel
a. Retain |ike-coded product.

NOTE: The anount of product retained shall not represent |ess
than 2 hours of continuous production.

b. Place all abnormal containers under
refrigeration to prevent rupture and to preserve
their contents.

c. Contact the appropriate FSI'S M crobi ol ogy
Laboratory regarding the need to submt sanples
for m crobiological analysis. |If sanples are
requested, the laboratory will provide gui dance on
t he nunber and neans of subm ssion.

NOTE: When nultiple abnormals are avail able, they may be shared
wi th the processor upon request. The FSI'S M crobi ol ogi st shal
be i nformed when shared sanples are given to the processor

d. If the FSIS Mcrobiol ogy Laboratory requests
sanpl es:

(1) Conplete FSI'S Form 10, 000-2, Laboratory
Report, according to directions contained on
the form

(2) Conplete FSI'S Form 10, 000-3, Canned
Foods- - Abnormal Containers. Submt the
original to the FSIS Laboratory along with
the FSI'S Form 10, 000-2, Laboratory Report.



(3) Submt a copy to the Regional Ofice.
(4) Retain a copy for the official file.

NOTE: Additional information on procedures and distribution is
shown on the reverse side of FSIS Form 10, 000-3, Canned
Foods- - Abnornal Cont ai ners, Attachnment 1.

e. Wien the final report is received from
Washi ngton, notify the establishment of the recommended
actions(s).

VII. FURTHER GUI DANCE

Any questions regarding this directive should be referred to the
next | evel of supervision.

Deputy Adm ni strator
| nspection Operations

Attachment s:

1--FSI'S Form 10, 000- 3, Canned Foods--Abnornal Cont ai ners,
dated 10/93 (See Hard copy FSIS Directive 7350.1)
2--FSI'S Form 10, 000-6, Canned Foods--Process Devi ati on,
dated 10/93 (See Hard copy FSIS Directive 7350.1)
EOF



