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PURPOSE

This directive provides guidance to ensure that electronic identification
devices inplanted in sheep under the Voluntary Scrapie Flock Certification
Program do not enter human or ani mal food channel s.
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[ RESERVED]
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REFERENCES

Regul ations, Parts 301, 309, 311, 314, and 318

FDA Regul ations, 21 CFR Part 170.3
APH S Regul ations, 9 CFR Parts 54 and 74

V. ABBREVI ATI ONS
The followng are used in their shortened formin this
directive:

APHI S Ani mal and Pl ant Health I nspection Service

El D El ectronic Identification Device

FDA Food and Drug Adm nistration

| NAD | nvesti gati onal New Ani mal Drug

| O | nspection Operations

VS Veterinary Services, APH S

VSFCP Vol untary Scrapie Flock Certification Program
V. DEFI NI TI ONS

A Scrapie. A nonfebrile, transm ssible, insidious, and

degenerative di sease affecting the central nervous system of sheep and
goat s.

B. Vol untary Scrapie Flock Certification Program A voluntary
St at e/ Federal / I ndustry Cooperative Program established and nmai ntai ned
to reduce the occurrence and spread of scrapie, and to identify flocks
whi ch have denonstrated freedom from signs of scrapie and freedom from
exposure to scrapie over specified periods of tine.

C. El ectronic Identification Device. An electronic ear inplant,
required by VS, APH'S, which provides an individual identification for
certain sheep in the VSFCP. This device is also known as a
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t ransponder.

D. Sheep Inplantation Site. The subcutaneous inplant on top of the
auricular cartilage at the base of the sheep's ear.
BACKGROUND

A VS, APHI'S, inplenments the VSFCP in accordance with APH S
Regul ations, 9 CFR parts 54 and 74, and the Voluntary Scrapie Flock
Certification Uniform Methods and Rules, referenced further in this
docunent .

B. FDA, which has jurisdiction regarding food additives, considers
El Ds to be unapproved food additives for human food or aninmal feed.
Accordingly, the EIDs nust be renoved fromthe sheep at the tine of
sl aughter.

C. The Federal Meat Inspection Act sets forth mandatory inspection
requi renents to ensure the safety, whol esoneness, and proper |abeling
of meat products. FSIS inspectors condemn and nonitor the disposal of
carcasses, edible organs and other parts thereof in accordance with
MPI Regul ations. Meat products cannot contain unapproved additives.

PQLI CY

A The Vol untary Scrapie Flock Certification Uniform Methods and
Rul es require EIDs as the official nmeans of identification. The ElIDs
shoul d be inplanted subcutaneously in the aninmal's ear. From
participating flocks, all sheep 1 year or older are required to be
inplanted with EIDs. Al sheep in the VSFCP flocks |l ess than 1 year
of age must be inplanted with EI DS whenever a change of ownership
occurs, except those sheep noving wthin slaughter channels.

B. When sheep inplanted with EIDs are presented for slaughter, the
sheep nust be acconpani ed by an I NAD permt nunber and authorization
fromthe Residue Operations Staff, 10 as set forth in MPI Regul ations
309. 17 and FDA Regul ations, 21 CFR Part 511.1(a)(5), except under the
conditions described in Paragraph VII. C. bel ow

C. Sheep that are inplanted with EIDs and that are not acconpanied
by an I NAD nunber and aut horization may be presented for sl aughter
provi ded:

1. The sheep are froma flock that is participating in the
VSFCP
2. The sheep are narked, tagged, or otherwi se identified by

t he owner, shipper, or establishnment so that the sheep are easily
recogni zed by the FSIS i nspector from ante-nortem i nspection
t hrough di sposition of carcasses.
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3. The sheep's ears inplanted with EIDs do not enter human or
ani mal food chains and are disposed of in accordance with
requi renents of the particular State or nunicipal authorities.

RESPONSI BI LI TI ES
Est abl i shnment shoul d:

1. Ensure that sheep are identified when notified that VSFCP
sheep are presented for slaughter.

2. Ensure that the identity of the sheep inplanted with El Ds
is mai ntained fromante-norteminspection through disposition of
carcasses.

3. Ensure that the ears containing the EIDs do not enter
human or ani mal food channel s.

FSIS i nspector will:

1. Monitor the establishnent's identification of VSFCP sheep
presented for slaughter.

2. Monitor the establishnent's ability to naintain the
identity of sheep inplanted wwth EIDs fromante-norteminspection
t hrough di sposition of carcasses.

3. Monitor the establishnent's ability to prevent ears
containing the EIDs fromentering human or ani mal food channel s.

FURTHER GUI DANCE

Any questions regarding this directive should be referred to the next |evel
of supervi sion.

Craig A Reed
Deputy Adm ni strator
| nspection Operations



