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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service

[FDMS Docket No. FSIS-2008-0004]
International Standard-Setting
Activities

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection
Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice informs the public
of the sanitary and phytosanitary
standard-setting activities of the Codex
Alimentarius Commission (Codex), in
accordance with section 491 of the
Trade Agreements Act of 1979, as
amended, and the Uruguay Round
Agreements Act, Public Law 103-465,
108 Stat. 4809. This notice also provides
a list of other standard-setting activities
of Codex, including commodity
standards, guidelines, codes of practice,
and revised texts. This notice, which
covers the time periods from June 1,
2007, to May 31, 2008, and June 1, 2008,
to May 31, 2009, seeks comments on
standards under consideration and
recommendations for new standards.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be
submitted by any of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: This
Web site provides the ability to type
short comments directly into the
comment field on this Web page or
attach a file for lengthier comments.
FSIS prefers to receive comments
through the Federal eRulemaking Portal.
Go to http://www.regulations.gov and,
in the “Search for Open Regulations”
box, select “Food Safety and Inspection
Service” from the agency drop-down
menu, and then click on “Submit.” In
the Docket ID column, select FDMS
Docket Number FSIS-2008-0004 to
submit or view public comments and to
view supporting and related materials
available electronically. After the close
of the comment period, the docket can

be viewed using the “Advanced Search”
function in Regulations.gov.

e Mail, including floppy disks or CD—
ROMs, and hand- or courier-delivered
items: Send to Docket Clerk, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food Safety
and Inspection Service, Room 2534,
South Agriculture Building, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20250-3700.

All submissions must include the
Agency name and docket number FSIS—
2008-0004. Please state that your
comments refer to Codex and, if your
comments relate to specific Codex
committees, please identify those
committees in your comments and
submit a copy of your comments to the
delegate from that particular committee.
All comments submitted in response to
this proposal will be posted to the
regulations.gov Web site. The comments
also will be available for public
inspection in the FSIS Docket Room at
the address listed above between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday. The comments also will be
posted on the Agency’s Web site at
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/
regulations_&_policies/
2008_Notices_Index/index.asp.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karen Hulebak, PhD, Acting Manager,
U.S. Codex Office, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Office of the Under
Secretary for Food Safety, Room 4861,
South Agriculture Building, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20250-3700; (202) 205—
7760. For information pertaining to
particular committees, the delegate of
that committee may be contacted. (A
complete list of U.S. delegates and
alternate delegates can be found in
Attachment 2 to this notice.) Documents
pertaining to Codex are accessible via
the World Wide Web at the following
address: http://
www.codexalimentarius.net/
current.asp. The U.S. Codex Office also
maintains a Web site at http://
www.fsis.usda.gov/
Regulations_&_Policies/
Codex_Alimentarius/index.asp.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The World Trade Organization (WTO)
was established on January 1, 1995, as
the common international institutional
framework for the conduct of trade
relations among its members in matters

related to the Uruguay Round Trade
Agreements. The WTO is the successor
organization to the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). U.S.
membership in the WTO was approved
and the Uruguay Round Agreements Act
was signed into law by the President on
December 8, 1994. The Uruguay Round
Agreements became effective, with
respect to the United States, on January
1, 1995. Pursuant to section 491 of the
Trade Agreements Act of 1979, as
amended, the President is required to
designate an agency to be “responsible
for informing the public of the sanitary
and phytosanitary (SPS) standard-
setting activities of each international
standard-setting organization.” The
main organizations are Codex, the
World Organisation for Animal Health,
and the International Plant Protection
Convention. The President, pursuant to
Proclamation No. 6780 of March 23,
1995 (60 FR 15845), designated the U.S.
Department of Agriculture as the agency
responsible for informing the public of
SPS standard-setting activities of each
international standard-setting
organization. The Secretary of
Agriculture has delegated to the
Administrator, Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS), the
responsibility to inform the public of
the SPS standard-setting activities of
Codex. The FSIS Administrator has, in
turn, assigned the responsibility for
informing the public of the SPS
standard-setting activities of Codex to
the U.S. Codex Office, FSIS.

Codex was created in 1962 by two
U.N. organizations, the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the
World Health Organization (WHO).
Codex is the principal international
organization for encouraging fair
international trade in food and
protecting the health and economic
interests of consumers. Through
adoption of food standards, codes of
practice, and other guidelines
developed by its committees and by
promoting their adoption and
implementation by governments, Codex
seeks to protect the health of consumers,
ensure fair trade practices in the food
trade, and promote coordination of food
standards work undertaken by
international governmental and non-
governmental organizations. In the
United States, the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA),
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